
Living Online
Module C

Unit 8: Using the Internet

Lesson Topic

44 Getting Started

45 Using a Web Browser

46 Using Information From 

the Web

47 Searching for Information

48 Qualifying the Information

49 The Risks of Computing

50 Using the Internet Responsibly
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Lesson 44: Getting Started

Åwhat the World Wide Web is

Åwhat a Web site is 

Åwhat a Web browser is

Åidentify standard elements on a Web page

Årecognize different Web site types

Åunderstand some common terminology 
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Understanding the World Wide Web 

ÅGlobal network consisting of many smaller networks connected 

together

ÅAlso application that enables users to communicate and share 

information through e-mail or by viewing contents of Web site 

ÅWeb server hosts or stores companyôs or personôs Web site

ÅWeb site is collection of pages containing information about 

company, person, product, or service

ïMay be one of many stored or hosted on web server, usually owned by 

Internet Service Provider

ï Collection of Web sites hosted by all web servers connected to Internet 

is known as World Wide Web, ñThe Webò or ñwwwò

ÅTo view Web page, need web browser to help access information by 

displaying pictures, text, and animations using ñpoint and clickò

ïUse HyperText Transfer Protocol (HTTP) to communicate to Web server 

hosting Web page 
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Looking at Web Pages 

ÅFirst page in Web site is top level page, called home 

page or index page

ÅStandard elements available on Web pages

ïURL: Uniform Resource Locator standard method to identify Web 

page or navigate to other pages in this Web site or on Web

ïNavigation Bar: May contain navigation bar on left side or top of 

page, or called site map

ïPicture:  Can contain pictures which can be static or dynamic

ïHyperlink:  Text or graphic with URL ñembeddedò;     indicates 

link

ïStatus Bar: Tells you what software doing or, if you point at 

hyperlink, displays which Web page or site will appear if you click
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Looking at Web Pages 

ÅLinks: Text or graphics enable you to navigate to other pages with 

more information on corresponding topics

ÅField: Forms with fields or blank spaces where you can enter 

information

ÅButton: Interactive graphic that performs action when clicked
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Looking at Web Pages 

ÅWeb pages are simple text files with no formatting or images

ÅFormatting instructions written in language called HyperText Markup 

Language (HTML)

ÅAny data used from Web pages is called eXtensible Markup 

Language (XML) content

ïEnables Web designer to separate content from formatting so content 

can be used in other software applications

ÅPictures stored separately on Web server and Web page only 

contains ñplaceholdersò where pictures are inserted

ÅAll Web browsers contain button to quickly return to default home 

page

ÅTo go to Web page or site other than home page, URL must contain 

path to particular file

ÅCan enter Internet Protocol (IP) address in URL field to go to Web 

site
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Using the Uniform Resource Locator (URL) 
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ÅCan communicate with any other 

computer provided:

ïYou know address of other computer

ïBoth computers speak same protocol 

ÅWeb browser communicates with any 

server connected to Internet

ïUses protocol portion of URL 

ÅDo not need to type ñwwwò of Web 

address

ïCrucial to enter protocol if different server 

type



Identifying Web Site Types

ÅServer Name: Identifies server type

ÅName of Organization: Identifies organization owning server

ÅDomain Category: Identifies serverôs information domain

ÅCommon domain categories and types of Web sites:

.com Commercial site where organization is selling service or product

.net Another type of commercial Web site, usually managed by ISP

.edu Education site that shares information about academic institution, 

curriculum, and other activities

.gov Associated with local, regional, or national government

.org Dedicated to non-profit organization to promote specific cause
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Identifying Web Site Types

ÅDomain categories identify country where Web site hosted

ÅñSearch sitesò designed to help find items on Internet

ïEnter text in search field to identify what looking for to produce list of 

results that match search criteria

ÅSocial networking sites share

information or communicate with 

people from around world, usually 

for photos or videos 

ÅBlogs similar to journals where 

people can ñshareò information,

opinions or ideas on certain topics

ÅWiki site consists of related Web pages 

promoting collaboration on specific topics
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Identifying Web Site Types

ÅOnline software applications can be downloaded for free 

instead of buying, or working with software online directly 

ïUsually set up as subscriptions

ÅWeb portals 

provide consistent 

appearance for 

many pages offering

variety of resources 

in one location
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